
Q&A: How can I be sure that
I’  m  Christian?  I  have
professed Christian faith for
ten years, but used to be a
lot  more  bold  &  passionate
about  my  faith.  I  still
believe  the  same  things  &
pray/read Bible daily but I
don’  t  feel  my  faith  or
experience God. I sin 2.
Thanks for the question. It’s taken me a while to get to it
partly because it is worth pondering and took some pondering.

What is a Christian? The quick answers is from Romans 10:9 –
“…if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved.” I can infer from your question that you are still
confessing with your mouth, and you have not, in a rational
belief sense, denied him.

But I think the crux of your problem is that you “don’t feel”
your faith or “experience” God. It would relate to Romans 10:9
at the phrase “believe in your heart.”

I think my push-back to you here would then be – “Well, what
does being a Christian feel like?” Or, more specifically,
“What does faith feel like?”
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Sure, sometimes it feels like joy, gladness – even euphoria at
times. I assume you are not feeling these things.

Sometimes faith feels likes determination, or pain, or burden
(for me, personally, occasionally to the point of nausea).
Faith is to trust in God which means trusting him as you face
everything  from  temptation,  sadness,  hurt,  betrayal,  and
guilt.

The path of faith is when God calls you, “come and die.” He
will take you to the place where you are not yet Jesus-shaped,
or to an area that is crucial to how he has called you – and
to follow him will literally hurt. Many of us stall here, go
into denial, go “around the mountain” until we have to face it
again, for he won’t let us go.

It is often in these places that we don’t “feel” our faith –
because our faith is being tested. And it is often in these
places that we don’t respond in faith but try to cover up the
hurt with the false comfort (that is no comfort at all) of
sin.

So I guess my advice to you is a mixture of determination and
abandonment. Be determined to be fully reliant on God. No
matter the cost, no matter the pain, no matter how much it
_feels_ like a path or difficulty – determinedly choose to
abandon yourself to his purposes.

Put that into action. Put aside any idols you have. Be honest
about what he is calling you to face, and face it.

God bless you.
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