
Q&A: Does God want the Gospel
spread by deceit?
CraigC. asks:

Does God want the Gospel spread by deceit? Is it is moral to
collect donations on the basis of deceit? He has not promoted
the Gospel but shamed it. God did not speak to Camping in any
way but by Satan and his own imagination and deceit and greed.
He does nothing to promote Christianity in any way, but in
fact HARMs it. Maybe God should harm him (Deut 18).

Thanks for the question.  I assume you’re referencing some of
what I’ve had to say about doomsdayer Harold Camping.

I’m not sure where you’re coming from, but to answer your
questions

No, God does not want the Gospel spread by deceit.  However,
there are many times when God has used the deceitful ways of
men to his purposes.  This is the simple demonstration that
God’s will will be done and nothing, not even deceit, will
prevent it.

No, it is not moral to collect donations on the basis of
deceit.  There are many so-called Christian organisations that
are guilty of this.  I watched a documentary the other day
which attended the seminar of someone who promised corporate
success through hypnotism.  This man was at least upfront, but
he  looked  and  sounded,  and  used  the  same  pyschological
trickery as many prosperity breathing so-called evangelists
who collect donations by this form of deceit.  Camping is not
alone in this regard.

Yes, I agree that Camping is not a true prophet and in many
ways has harmed the cause of the gospel.  Yet God is gracious,
and  even  through  this  circumstance  he  will  achieve  his
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purpose.

God’s judgment on Camping is God’s.  It is not my place to
tell Him what to do.

Review:  The  Hunger  Games
Trilogy

When  a  new  fad  of
fiction hits the popular mind I make a habit of engaging with
it.  Twelve years ago I did it when Harry Potter arced up.
 More recently I engaged with Twilight (where by “engage” I
mean forcing myself to complete the first book).  After all,
its from this sort of phenomenon that common metaphors and
other tools of communication evolve, and they are useful.

And so I read The Hunger Games trilogy by Suzanne Collins.
 And I thoroughly enjoyed it.  In and of itself its a decent
story.  But the cultural influences are so clearly obvious
that  there  is  is  an  inevitable  undertone  of  (unwitting?)
social commentary.  How can there not be when you have a
narrative in which there are clear allusions to Twilight,
Survivor, Extreme Makeover with a nuance of Man vs Wild, The
Empire  Strikes  Back  and  even  a  taste  Dickensian  rags  and
riches?
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Without wanting to give the story away, it revolves around the
main character, Katniss Everdeen, a prodigious illegal hunter
from  the  poverty-ridden  District  12.   She  finds  herself,
together with teenagers from other Districts caught up in The
Hunger Games themselves – a televised fight-to-the-death for
the population of the oppressive Capitol where there can be
only  one  Victor.   To  this  experience  is  added  social
rebellion,  military  rebellion,  and  ultimately  cynical
disillusion.  All this is coloured by a love triangle (of
course),  family  loyalties,  mental  illness,  grief,  and
determination.   I  was  genuinely  entertained.

The depth, however, lies in some of the underlying themes.
 One of these is clearly the fakery of television.  Much is
made of the young girl from nowhere being dressed up to play
her part for the entertainment driven Capitol.  But as the
story  progresses  this  play-acting  becomes  a  weapon.   The
superhero-alter  ego  construct  is  clear,  but  Katniss’  hero
side, the Mockingjay, is a phantom of media manipulation.  The
Mockingjay has no powers but what the cameras and an editing
suite can give her.   I appreciate the deconstruction of
modern media – perhaps if nothing else these books might teach
a generation to be sceptical about Today Tonight and its kin.

I  found  the  first-person  present  writing  voice  to  be
disconcerting and at times unhelpful.  The one benefit such a
style has, however, is to allow the inner thought-life of the
character to come to the fore.  Katniss is constantly battling
herself – her mixed motivations, her self-aware selfishness,
her weariness and worries.  I’ve read some reviews that deride
these books as playing Katniss as the fickle female, unsure of
herself, unable to lead, having all the exciting bits happen
while she is unconscious.  I simply think its a description of
reality of what goes inside the head of all those who dare to
have that head above the trenches, taking a chance, pushing at
risks.  If these books demonstrate that heroism is not about
being unmoved but about choosing to choose well within the



darkness and confusion, they will have done well.

Finally there is a social commentary, on Western Society and
humankind  as  a  whole.   The  third  book  has  Katniss  in
conversation  talking  with  a  defector  from  the  Capitol,
Plutarch, who intones the phrase Panem et Circenses.  Panem is
the name given to the world in which these stories take place,
here the underlying allusion is collapsed.

“What’s that?” I recognize Panem, of course, but the rest is
nonsense.
“It’s a saying from thousands of years ago, written in a
language  called  Latin  about  a  placed  called  Rome,”  he
explains. “Panem et Circenses translates into ‘Bread and
Circuses’.  The writer was saying that in return for full
bellies and entertainment, his people had given up their
political responsibilities and therefore for their power.”

The latin phrase is applied to the Capitol which correlates to
America and the West.  I am amongst those who draw parallels
between the Roman and American empires, the stupefication of a
populace,  the  embrace  of  debauchery  and  libertinism  that
eventually leads to collapse from within.  We should learn
from history.

Collins uses her books to explore some hypotheticals.  She
ends up with no solutions.  There is no chance of reformation,
the human self-destruction will continue.  For Collins the
only hope lies in escape, laying low, self-sufficient and
separate.  Ultimately this is no solution at all, but then the
readers  of  these  books  will  need  to  figure  that  out  for
themselves.

These books will be no Harry Potter.  People will not “grow
up”  with  the  characters  as  they  grew  up  with  Harry  and
Hermione and Ron.  But its a worthwhile flash in the cultural
pan  and  worth  a  read  if  you’re  up  for  some  light
entertainment.  The movie will probably ruin it though, but



that goes without saying.

Review:  Baptism  –  Its
Purpose, Practice and Power

 This is one of those “an oldy but a goody”
books.  It’s by Michael Green and was first
published in 1987.

I had a reason for reading it.  It was one of those awesome
moments  of  messy  missiology  when  gospel  realities  and
ecclesiastical niceties don’t quite line up:  My Bishop was
leading a reaffirmation of baptism service for two refugees
from a local immigration detention centre.  And I was tasked
with  considering  the  liturgy,  talking  with  the  two  men,
unpacking what they meant by the ceremony, what we meant, what
was meant to be meant etc. etc.

It reminded me of a number of occasions doing ministry at
Somerset  where  people  would  join  the  church.   Some  were
baptised as infants, some as adults, some as both, some not at
all.  How do we bring cohesion and coherency to all this
without  losing  hold  on  the  real  meaning  of  baptism,  its
significance and value, and ultimately its contribution to the
worship of our lives?
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This book by Michael Green helps us wade through this sort of
quagmire.

While  Green  clearly  holds  a  paedobaptist  (infant  baptism)
position,  the  framework  of  the  book  interacts  with  three
streams of churchmanship – the Catholic, the Protestant and
the Charismatic.

The bulk of the book interacts between the Protestant and
Catholic which, if you know the history of the debate, is
understandable.  I want recap it here, but the particularly
insightful contributions that I came across included the best
exposition  yet  of  a  correlation  between  circumcision  and
baptism as a covenantal sign (p25) and chapters five and six
which give an excellent defense and apology for the validity
and value of infant baptism.

Green does not ignore the need for constant reform, however.
 Errors have been made on every side.  This is where the
practical usefulness of the book is apparent.  We are given
some  key  guiding  principles  (e.g.  no  liturgy  can  create
reality p95, baptism is a witness to grace, not faith p114).
 We are also given some help in applying these principles in
the messy world of reality.   The consideration of baptism
reaffirmation spoke to my immediate need.

This is a short, sharp book which gives a thorough overview
with  the  occasional  gem  that  explores  some  depths.   An
excellent introduction to the subject and absolute must for
those  who  truly  want  to  genuinely  wish  to  engage  and
understand  his  side  of  this  particular  debate.


